A case for emotional support and human contact. Management of cardiogenic shock.
1. Cardiogenic shock is a state of acute circulatory failure precipitated by extensive left ventricular damage. 2. Nursing care of patients with cardiogenic shock must treat the 'whole person', and incorporate such elements as maintaining a safe environment; effective communication; nutrition and mobility. 3. Cardiogenic shock has a high mortality rate and is, therefore, very distressing for patients. Nursing care must ensure all patients are treated with respect and dignity.